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disadvantagous peace. He said that since the capture of York Manchester had made no effort to oppress the enemy, 4l as if he thought the King too low and the Parliament too high," and that he had neglected many opportunities of bettering the popular cause in direct opposition to his Council of War and the Committee of Both Kingdoms.1 Cromwell declared that at the last moment of the campaign which had just closed so ingloriously, after the King had relieved Dennington Castle and was withdrawing his army in triumph to Oxford, he had vehemently urged Manchester to attack Charles with the combined strength of his own force and those of Essex and Waller. But Manchester stubbornly refused to risk a buttle, telling the Lieutenant-General that, tl if we beat the King ninety-nine times, he would be King still, and his posterity, and we subjects still; but if he beat us but once, we should be hanged and our posterity undone." <J
This outburst drew from Manchester, by way of recrimination, a statement which was intended to be very damaging to Cromwell's reputation. On a certain occasion when Oliver had proposed a measure which Manchester thought the Parliament would not approve, Cromwell said : '* My lord, if you will stick firm to honest men, you shall find yourself at the head of an army which shall give law both to King and Parliament." "This discourse," said the Karl, "made the greater impression on me, because I knew the Lieutenant-General to be a man of very deep designs; and he has even ventured to tell me, that it never would be well with England till I were Mr. Montague, and there were ne'er a lord or peer in the Kingdom/'a
This quarrel was espoused on Manchester's behalf by the Presbyterians, comprising a majority of both I louses. But the Independents, devoted to the complete toleration of every thing in religion except Popery, had become a powerful faction in the Puritan party. Their leaders were young Sir I lenry Vane, Nathaniel Fiennes, and Oliver St. John. Their ideal soldier
1 Rush worth, vol. v., p. 732.    rhirendnn, vol. ii., p. 561.
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8Clarendon, vol. ii., p. 562.    Kushworth, vol. v., p. 733.